
Meeting Notes: 

Invocation: Jeff Allen 

Flag Salute: Ken Daly 

Song : Evan Winter “ America The Beautiful”  

Guests:  Keven introdu ced Ron Garner 

InterClub: None 

Secretary:  Last call for annual dues 

Treasurer:  No major expenditures.  Average gain from 
“ Happy Dollars” and fines is $40/week 

Human/Spiritual Values: Jeff Allen started the meeting with 
an inspirational story of how the difficult problem of spanning 
the Niagara Gorge defied the engineers, but was accom-
plished by a 15 year old boy who was determined to succeed. 
See expanded story on page 2. 

President: 

-Bowlathon  is on for 29 JAN and so far Kurt and Ken 
and wives and Evan are going to represent us; held at 
Brunswick lanes in Fontana beginning at 12:15 PM.  
Cost is $5.50 per bowler and at least $100 in pledges to 
go to the Special Olympics. Team registration forms due 
by 20 Jan. 

-Governor’s off icial visit is Thursday, February 9 at 
DCM hosted by the SB Club at the Radisson Hotel; 
Bring one new children’s book to donate in support of 
the First Rock’s literacy program; Club to decide on two 
members to receive DSAs; $28 for the meal. Social at 6 
PM and Dinner at 7 PM (see page 3) 

-Mid-Year Conference, February 4th, Town & Country 
Hotel San Diego, CA. Register before 20 Jan ($35) and 
$45 at the door 

-International convention in Montreal 28 June to 2 July 
2006. Canada now requires passports. 

-Business meeting this Thursday at Mimi’s at 7AM 

Gay:  Rummage Sale will be held 8 April at Albertson’s 
Center in Redlands.  Start putting aside items now.  
Storage space and pickup to be announced. 

-Victoria School “Total K Day” to be held on 11 March 
from 8AM to noon.  Kiwanians will host a photo op table 
with picture frames with use of the clubs instant photo 
makers. 

LLCC: Kiwanis will participate in the Chamber of Com-
merce meeting on March 8 at 7:30 AM.  See Manny for 
details 

Today©s Happy Dollars: Dedicated to Bob Erikson’s 
club assessment report; having a good Kiwanian day  
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Bob Erikson was just the person to take a survey of the 
club attitudes and opinions.  His depth of experience as a 
former Governor and his many committee memberships 
throughout the Division, have made him the person to 
take the pulse of our club.  He set about this tasking by 
distributing a survey that allowed club members to rate 
the health of the club is several areas.  Using a scale of 1 
to 5, five indicating a high degree of success. 
 
Overall the club members rated themselves as doing well 
in Club Operations and SOAP, but several members indi-
cated that there are problems in obtaining new members, 
new member orientation, and retention.  Public Image 
and Awareness also generated low scores, the member-
ship indicating that we have low visibility in the community 
so that who we are and what Kiwanis stands for is limited.  
The area of Service and Fund Raising also took a hit, the 
members indicating that the club is sub par in fund rais-
ing, and have too few projects in the community.  Bob 
recommended that the club perform a community assess-
ment to determine what the needs are and how Kiwanis 
can have a positive impact.  
 
Bob also suggested that the club needs to have a strate-
gic plan in place.  The club needs to formulate clear vi-
sion and mission statements, so that its goals and objec-
tives are clear to all. 
 
Bob invited club members to attend a Yucaipa meeting to 
see how a more established club operates.  

Business Meeting: Bob Erikson- Club Survey Results 

January  Birthdays 
NONE 

New Address for District Off ice 
8864 Navajo Road #248 
San Diego, CA 92119 
Tel: (877) 597-1770 
FAX: (619) 596-3763 



Jeff Allen:  Dare to Succeed  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After  the railroads on the Canadian and U.S. side of 
the Niagara River met at each shore, the local busi-
ness men saw dollar signs as this would mean that 
the average citizen could and would visit what was at 
that  time one of the wonders of 
the world, Niagara Falls.  
 
On November 9, 1847, an engi-
neer, Charles Ellet Jr. of Phila-
delphia, was awarded the con-
tract to construct a bridge at 
the chosen site. Ellet, also 
known to be flamboyant, bold 
and ambitious, was extremely 
anxious to be the first man to 
bridge the Niagara River. 
 
Ellet was about to begin con-
struction in January of 1848 
when he was faced with his 
first obstacle. The building of a 
suspension bridge is com-
menced with the stretching a 
line or wire across the stream. 
However, it was the turbulent 
roaring rapids, the 800-foot 
wide gap, and the 225-foot high 
shear cliffs of the Whirlpool 
Gorge that made a direct cross-
ing impossible. Local iron-
worker, Theodore G. Hulett  
suggested offering a cash prize 
to the first boy who could fly his 
kite to the opposite bank. Ellet 
enjoyed exercising originality, 
and invited the local youngsters 
to a kite-flying contest. 
 
There was a tremendous turn out for the kite contest 
that was held in January of 1848. The kites began ap-
pearing on the Canadian side of the gorge, taking ad-
vantage of prevailing winds from West to East. The 

first to succeed in spanning the gorge with his kite, named 
the ‘Union', was fifteen-year-old American, Homan 
Walsh. Homan crossed to the Canadian side of the gorge 
by ferry just below Niagara Falls, and walked the two 
miles along the top of the cliff to the location that the 
bridge was to be built. Homan had to wait a day for the 
wind to cooperate; it was a kite contest after all! However, 
on the second day, the winds were perfect and Homan's 
kite went right up and flew high above the gorge. 
 
Homan's kite flew all day and into the night. At midnight, 
as he had expected, the wind died and the kite began to 
descend. Then there was a sudden pull of the line, and it 
went limp. He realized what happened. Homan's kite 
string had broken. It was cut on the edge of the sharp 
rocks and broken ice. The bad luck continued for Homan 
Walsh, the ferry wasn't crossing the river because the 
broken ice made it too dangerous. He was marooned on 
the Canadian side in the town of Clifton for eight days.  
Fortunately he stayed with friends while he waited for the 
ice to clear enough to resume ferry service. 

 
Finally, after eight days, he 
was able to go back to the 
US side, retrieve his kite, 
and repair it. Homan Walsh 
then made his way back to 
the Canadian cliff side, 
where he was able to fly 
the kite to the opposite 
bank. There it was caught 
and attached to a tree. He 
won the kite-flying contest 
on (or about) January 30, 
1848, and was awarded the 
cash prize. His cash prize 
was either five or ten dol-

lars (US). Accounts vary, 
depending on publica-
tions. The next day, a 
stronger line was attached 
to the kite string. A rope 
followed, and eventually a 
cable consisting of thirty-
six strands of number 10 
wire.  The bridge con-
struction could then begin. 
 
Jeff Allen opined how a 
young boy with boundless 
determination, solved the 
problem that had stumped 
the experienced engi-
neers.  In our lives, just 
think how one Kiwanian, 

or one Kiwanis Club, with boundless energy and determi-
nation can make a difference in the life of a child and a 
community where the local authorities have failed. 
 



Dear Kiwanians of Division 36—  It’s  Showtime! 
 
The Governor©s official visit is just around the corner -- Thursday, February 9 at the 
Raddison in San Bernardino.  The DCM and Governor©s visit will begin with a Presi-
dents (and spouses) meeting at 5 p.m. in the Willow Room.  The social for all Ki-
wanians and guest will begin at 6 p.m. with dinner being served at 7 p.m..  The cost 
of the dinner is $28 per person.  The San Bernardino Kiwanis Club is the host for 
the DCM. 
 
Below are items you need to know about the DCM: 
 
1.  To make a reservation, please contact Division Secretary, Diane DeBourguignon at (909) 874-1069 or 
via e-mail at, dianedeb@aol.com.  We are recommending names be given to insure those that have made 
reservation get in first.  Also, and most important, you must let Diane know if you are requesting as vege-
tarian dinner.  The Radisson will not guarantee a veggie dinner if not requested in advance.  Reservation 
must be in by February 3.  San Bernardino Kiwanis Club members will be calling you , Presidents, and 
secretaries regularly if Diane does not hear from you.  We have had problems in the past with clubs not 
making reservations so I have instructed the host club to call -- a lot!  
 
2.  Hurricane relief -- Remember, if you are interested in donating to the hurricane relief fund for Kiwanis 
Clubs in the Gulf area, please send you check to Division Treasurer, Sue Hulse by February 3.  Make 
checks out to "Division 36 Lt. Governor©s Fund" and mail to: Highland Kiwanis Club, P.O. Box 1066, High-
land, CA 92346 Attn: Lt. Governor.  If you have cash, call Sue and let her know how much.  Also, if you 
have donated in the past, let her know so we can give your club credit for the donation. 
 
3.  Hope 4 Kids -- One of the First Rock©s projects.  PTP/Foundation Chair, Keith Clements handed out 
containers to collect funds for the project.  If you do not have a container, use what you have.  If you wish 
to have you Key Club decorate the container, great! We will put the decorated containers on display at the 
DCM.  As in number 2 above, Sue will collect the moneys. 
 
4.  Bring a Book -- We are asking you to bring a children©s book for the DCM service project and for Gov-
ernor Patti.  The books will be donated to Kiwanis Family House.  If everyone brings at least one book, 
over 200 books will be collected. 
 
5.  Key Club Presidents -- I would like all of the Key Club Presidents to be present.  This would be very im-
pressive to Governor Patti since we have 20 Key Clubs in our Division.  SOAP Chair, Kathleen Kjbellberg 
will be coordinating this with the Clubs and Key Club Lt. Governors. 
 
6.  Raffle prizes are at least $50 in value.  President Tim Derryberry has promised all raffle prizes will have 
a value in excess of $50.  
 
7.  Entertainment will be provided by the SBHS Jazz Band during social hour and hopefully violinist Beth-
any Hollis will be playing during dinner. 
 
8.  Banners -- Please bring your Club banner to the DCM to be displayed.  This will be Governor Patti and 
the First Rock©s only visit to our Division this year.  Let us put on an event she will remember and be "The 
Best Show In Town." 
 
Rick Hartmann 
Lt. Governor 
CNH Division 36, 2005-06 



 

Visit Other Clubs in the Area 
Mond ay: 
Colton--Women©s Club--6:15 PM 
Tuesday: 
Greater S.B.--Mitla©s--7 AM 
Big Bear--Boo Bears Den--11:45 AM 
Fontana--Big Apple--Noon 
The Redlands--Masonic Temple--
Noon 
Rialto--Sizzler--6:00 PM 
Wednesday: 
Yucaipa Valley--Hickory Ranch--6:45 
AM 
E. Rialto--El Rancho Verde--7 AM 
Inland Center--Denny©s--7 AM 
San Bernardino--Noon--Radisson 
San Bernardino--Eve--6PM Guadala-
harry's 
Thursday: 
Redlands Morning--Denny's--6:50 AM 
Highland--Coco's--7 AM 
Redlands Eve.--Elks Club--6:30 PM 
Friday: 
Cooley Ranch--Denny's--7 AM 
 

CLUB OFFICERS 
 
President:  Ken Daly 
President-Elect:  Tom Crowley 
Vice President:  Evan Winter 
Past Presidents: 
Dr. Leonard Sigdestad 
Manny Aranda 
 
Secretary:  Pat Ralston - 

pjralsto@aol.com 
 
Treasurer: Tom Crowley 
 
Board o f Directors: 

Three Year 
Term 
Jeff Allen 
Kurt Meyer 
Leonard Sigde-
stad 
John Turner 
 
Two Year Term 
Walt Byrns 
Stephanie Burns 
Ron Griffin 
 
 

One Year Term 
Sheila Kenny 
Cindy Williams 
Amos Isaac 
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Club Members 

Hope 4 Kids Meet District Governor: Patti Bar-
sotti 9 Feb 2006 at DCM  

A grant established to provide aid to 
children and families in shelters or 
about to be homeless.  Funds applied 
to housing costs only.  Grants can be 
from $250 to $1500.  Clubs may apply 
for an individual family or a non-profit 
group working with the homeless.  
 
Clubs can help by applying for a grant 
or by making a donation to the fund. 

 


