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    During World War II Hitler's troops destroyed Bibles and other books by the truckload, 
including Bibles in German braille. In 1943 in Fresno, California, a blind ministerial student 
named Fred Graepp decided to help bring the Bible back to the German blind. Through an 
article in the "Lutheran Witness", he requested volunteers to assist in manufacturing the 
Bibles. 
 
One of the first volunteers to respond to Graepp's call was Helene Loeber Loewe, from 
Wilmington, CA. She began corresponding with Graepp about the project, purchased a 
slate and stylus, and learned to read and write braille. Her first assignment was the Gos-
pel of Matthew. Eventually Mrs. Loewe's family became involved. In 1945 her brother 
bought a braille writer for $125 to speed the process of brailling, as the pages had previ-
ously been embossed by hand. 

 
The project expanded quickly, due to a 1946 announcement on the "Lutheran Hour" radio program about their efforts. 
This brought many more volunteers, and more requests for German braille books and Bible lessons. A great step for-
ward came in 1947, when the use of zinc-plate embossing became available. The crew rented a "stereotype" ma-
chine to emboss the plates, and they searched until they found a paper which would hold readable-quality dots that 
would last for a hundred or more readings. The Loewes later bought their own stereotype and built the first roller 
presses for embossing the sheets. In 1954 Lutheran Braille Workers was incorporated as a California Nonprofit Or-
ganization with tax-exempt status. The following year the motto "Bringing Christ To Those In Darkness" was adopted, 
as was the company seal designed by Robert Loewe. The seal depicts light radiating from a cross down to a globe. 
In 1956 Norman Loeber adapted an IBM 056 Keypunch Card machine to a stereotype embosser, enabling the work 
centers to emboss plates using coded punch cards instead of typing the braille letters onto the plates by hand. In 
1960 the company announced the publication of large-print books as well. Initially these books were typed using spe-
cial large-print typewriters; today all these processes are streamlined thanks to the use of computers. 
 
In 1964 LBW moved its headquarters from Whittier to Yucaipa, about 75 miles east of Los Angeles and 25 miles  

Speaker: Rev. Phil Pledger: Executive Director, Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc. 

Meeting Notes: 

Invocation: Evan Winter 

Flag Salute: Ken Daly 

Song : Cindy Will iams 

President: TAG training, May 6 in Ontario, CA: 
see him for details;  DCM May 10 Shandin Hills, Patriotic 
theme so bring a flag or wear the red,white blue;  Baseball tickets still avaialble for sale;  Kurt is enjoying his well de-
served vacation;   

-Evan:  Updated the group on the activities of the Hands of Mercy organization work of building houses in Mexico for 
families in need.  They are now seeking donations of time, money, and materiel to build a ranch like structue to house 
the workers.  A house can be sponsored for $2000.  Volunteers needed. Jeanette Williams of Foster Family Net-
work is seeking donations for advertisements via the Dance Horizons bulletin, see Evan for more info. 

-Keven: Still negotiating with Home Depot for the donation of wood for the stage for the “Relay for Kids”; otherwise, 
the event went well, photos were provided of the club’s sponsored golf cart and the stage constructed by Keven, his 
friend Ron, John Turner, Gay Shenton, and Ken Daly. 
Karen:  Thanked everyone who volunteered at the Relay for Kids and stated that over 5000 people attended. 
Happy Dollars: for speaker, Relay for Kids, George’s trip to Vermont, Kiwanis 

 Division 36 Charity Bowling Tournament 
When: Sund ay, July 30, 2006; 1 PM 
Where: Brunswick Lanes, Fontana 
Why: Benefit Pediatric Trauma and Unforgettables 
Cost: $35 per bowler includes bowling and d inner 
Contact Buck Edelman: (909) 883-8947 ext 17 or 13 
Or at buck44@verizon.net 
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Calendar 
 
2 May: Rev. Phil 
Pledger: Braile Inst. 
9 May:  “Who's On First” 
10 May:  DCM 
16 May:  J. Bartrom 
CPA: “Is your money 
safe in banks?” 
23 May:  Liegh Avling: 
Chaplain, LLUMC  
30 May:  “B. Irwin: 
“Gang Youth Recovery”  

Visit Other Clubs in the Area 
Mond ay: 
Colton--Women©s Club--6:15 PM 
Tuesday: 
Greater S.B.--Mitla©s--7 AM 
Big Bear--Boo Bears Den--Noon 
Fontana--Big Apple--Noon 
The Redlands--Masonic Temple--Noon 
Rialto--Sizzler--6:00 PM 
Wednesday: 
Yucaipa Valley--Royale--6:45 AM 
E. Rialto--El Rancho Verde--7 AM 
Inland Center--Denny©s--7 AM 
San Bernardino--Noon--Clarion 
San Bernardino--Eve--5:30PM Gua-
dalaharry's 
Thursday: 
Redlands Morning--ESRI--6:50 AM 
Highland--Coco's--7 AM 
Redlands Eve.--Elks Club--6:30 PM 
Friday: 
Cooley Ranch--Denny's--7 AM 
 

New Address for District Off ice 
8864 Navajo Road #248 
San Diego, CA 92119 
Tel: (877) 597-1770 

May  Birthdays 
John Turner– 7th 
Don Bender– 18th 

 
 

May  Anniversary 
NONE 

New Redlands Morn-
ing Meeting Place: 
in the cafeteria of 
ESRI, 
 380 New York Street 

DCM May 10: 
· Shandin Hills 

Country Club 
· 3380 Little Moun-

tain Dr. SB 
· Host: Rialto 

Luthern Braille Workers, con ’t:  
north of Palm Springs. Today the LBW facility, built in 1987, houses fifteen 
staff, dozens of volunteers, a print shop and one of the distribution ware-
houses. Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc. has grown to encompass nearly 200 
work centers across the United States and Canada, and has approximately 
7,000 volunteers. Braille is produced in forty languages, large-print books 
in fifteen languages. 52,000 large-print books and nearly a quarter-million 
braille books were produced in 1994. And after fifty-three years, LBW still 
provides all materials free of charge and distributes them worldwide!  Since 
all of the books are provided free of charge,  the organization is supported 
solely by donations.  According to Rev. Pledger, there are over 58 million 
blind people worldwide and that number is increased by those who are se-
verely visually impaired.  Examples of the plates used to produce braille 
pages and samples of Braille letters were provided.  
 
The presentation held the interest of all who attended and many interesting 
questions followed the presentation.  Donations can be made via the Lu-
theran Braille Workers, Inc website at:  www.lbwinc.org , or via Lutheran 
Braille Workers, Inc,  PO Box 5000, Yucaipa, CA  92399 or call (909) 795-
8977and ask for Kathy. 


