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Speaker Bob A|rheart and Ace Colton: USO (United Service Organizations) Vignettes

g This dynamic duo entertained us with stories about their
service with the USO. They met many famous stars along
the way, including the “King” of the USO, Bob Hope. They
shared with us artifacts that they had acquired from all over
the world, including on of Hope’s own personal golf clubs.
The two have been performing since 1983 with the Bob
Hope Hollywood USO Mobile Show throughout the world.

= 1 he visit with our club culminated in a very well done rendition of the venerable Ab-
8l bott and Costello skit “Who’s On First?”

Until-Every One-Comey Home:”

The USO was formed in response to a 1941 request from President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who determined it would
be best if private organizations handled the on-leave recreation of the rapidly growing U.S. armed forces. Roosevelt©s
call to action led to six civilian agencies to coordinate their civilian war efforts and resources to form a new organiza-
tion - the USO (United Service Organizations). The six civilian agencies were the Salvation Army, Young Men®©s Chs-
tian Association (YMCA), Young Women®©s Christian Association (YWCA), National Catholic Community Services, M&-
tional Travelers Aid Association and the National Jewish Welfare Board. The USO is a private, nonprofit organization,
supported entirely by private citizens and corporations. At its high point in 1944, the USO had more than 3,000 clubs.
USOs could be many things to many people: a lively place to dance and meet people; a place to see movies or find
religious counsel; a quiet place to talk or write letters; and, of course, the place to go for free coffee and doughnuts.

The USO had all but disbanded by 1947. In 1950, when the U.S. entered the Korean War, the USO regrouped and
eventually opened 24 clubs worldwide. Once again, USO Camp Shows performed thousands of times for battle-
weary troops and for wounded Gls in the Evac hospitals in Japan. In 1952, USO entertainers performed every day for
troops in Korea. The truce in 1953 did not decrease the need for USO services - more than a million service mem-
bers remained stationed abroad. At the Department of Defense©s request for continued service for the military ove
seas, the USO continued to expand worldwide. The first USO in Vietnam opened in Saigon in 1963. The 17 centers
that were opened in Vietnam and six in Thailand served as many as a million "customers" a month. Bob Hope took

Meeting Notes: N Division 36 Charity Bowling Tournament
~ When: Sunday, July 30, 2006; 1 PM

- Where: Brunswick Lanes, Fontana

Why: Benefit Pediatric Trauma and Unforgettables
Cost: $35 per bowler includes bowling and dinner
Contact Buck Edelman: (909) 883-8947 ext 17 or 13

Or at buck44@verizon.net

Invocation: Don Bender
Flag Salute: John Turner

Song: George Johnston

President: Dr. Leonard Sigdestad presiding for
Ken. Just like old times.

-Secretary: DCM 10 May at Shandin Hills, Rialto Club; Turn in Service record for April.

-Kurt: Shared with us his wonderful vacation touring the east coast. From “Viagra Falls” and Canada to the North,
Key West to the south, he and his wife and friends took in the sights and sounds of America. Washington, DC, Amish
Country of Pennsylvania, Kennedy Space Center, Miami, Charleston, SC. What a great adventure.

-Keven: Still negotiating with Home Depot for the donation of wood for the stage for the “Relay for Kids”; otherwise,
the event went well, photos were provided of the club’s sponsored golf cart and the stage constructed by Keven, his
friend Ron, John Turner, Gay Shenton, and Ken Daly.

Sheila: Attended the TAG Team training session in Ontario. She shared some insights as to club membership build-
ing, promoting membership by “speaking Kiwanis” to prospective members, inviting them to a club meeting and hav-
ing an effective club brochure for distribution.
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A spot of Humor:

The Smiths were proud of their family tradition.
Their line had included senators, pastors, and
Wall Street wizards. They decided to compile a
family history. They hired an author. Only one
problem arose: how to handle Uncle George,
who went to the electric chair. The author

said not to worry, he could handle that tactfully.
When the book

appeared, the family turned to the section on
Uncle George. There, they

read, "George Smith occupied a chair of ap-
plied electronics at an

important government institution. He was at-
tached to his position by

the strongest of ties. His death came as a great
shock."

Happy Dollars: Kurt's vacation; Tom's
vacation to Monterrey; the guest speak-
ers; guests; InterClub guests from
Inland Center

Calendar

2 May: Rev. Phil
Pledger: Braile Inst.

9 May: 2Who's On First°
10 May: DCM

16 May: J. Bartrom
CPA: @ls your money
safe in banks?°

23 May: Liegh Avling:
Chaplain, LLUMC

30 May: 2B. lrwin:
aGang Youth Recovery®

May Birthdays
John Turner— 7th
Don Bender— 18th

New Address for District Office
8864 Navajo Road #248

San Diego, CA 92119

Tel: (877) 597-1770

Visit Other Clubs in the Area
Mond ay:

Colton--Women®©s Club6:15 PM
Tuesday:

Greater S.B.--Mitla©s7 AM

Big Bear--42172 Moonridge Road--
Noon

Fontana--Big Apple--Noon

The Redlands--Masonic Temple--Noon
Rialto--Sizzler--6:00 PM
Wednesday:

Yucaipa Valley--Royale--6:45 AM

E. Rialto--El Rancho Verde--7 AM
Inland Center--Denny©s7 AM

San Bernardino--Noon--Clarion

San Bernardino--Eve--800 E. Highland
Marie Callenders

Thursday:

Redlands Morning--ESRI--6:50 AM
Highland--Coco's--7 AM

Redlands Eve.--Elks Club--6:30 PM
Friday:

Cooley Ranch--Denny's--7 AM

USO Con't

his USO Christ-
mas show to Viet-
nam for the first
time in 1964; the
shows continued
into the next dec-
ade. worldwide!
The Persian Gulf
War also chal-

lenged the USO to meet the needs of our troops in unique circumstances.
The USO immediately responded by opening three new centers in the Mid-
dle East and establishing the USO Mobile Canteen program. Mobile Can-
teens are four-wheel drive, all-terrain vehicles that have refreshments,
books, magazines, video and compact disc players, and resources for rec-

reational activities.

InterClub Visit from Inland Center: Rocket Rios and James

McCombs




